
One of the most famous campaigns of 
Bernays was the women's cigarette 
smoking campaign in 1920s. Bernays 
helped the smoking industry overcome one 
of the biggest social taboos of the time: 
women smoking in public. Women were 
only allowed to smoke in designated areas, 
or not at all. Women caught violating this 
rule were arrested. Bernays staged the 
1929 Easter parade in New York City, 
showing models holding lit Lucky Strike 
cigarettes, or "Torches of Freedom." After 
the historic public event, women started 
lighting up more than ever before. It was 
through Bernays that women's smoking 
habits started to become socially 
acceptable. Bernays created this event as 
news, which it was not. Bernays convinced 
industries that the news, not advertising, 
was the best medium to carry their 
message to an unsuspecting public. 

 























  

 Images render “is-ness” in the 
perceiver’s psyche because they cannot be 
shown to be false.  Because they cannot present 
arguments, neither can they be rebutted.  Images 
simply are.  Therefore: “I know the cat sat on the 
mat, because I saw it.”  “I know that ‘morning 
breath,’ as the worst breath of the day, is a 
danger to marital intimacy, because I’ve seen it.”  
“I know that using a high-powered weapon will 
gain me the respect of everyone on the street,” 
etc.  
 We shouldn’t miss, additionally, that 
while images render “is-ness,” they cannot (see 
simple sentence #5) convey “ought-ness.”  As 
the picture: “gorgeous-unmarried-young-people-
joyously-romping-in-bed-suffering-no-ill-
consequences-for-their-behavior” takes up 
residence somewhere in my right cerebral 
hemisphere, at no point does that image carry 
within itself the propositional “ought-ness” 
message: “though this appears to be delightful 
and satisfying, such carryings on should never 
be.” 
 ….Multiply the following example (one I 
use with college students) by however many 
hours of film, TV, music videos, etc. you have 
ever seen in your life: 
  



 “Who remembers the scene in Raider’s of the Lost Ark 
where Indiana Jones runs into a cocky-looking, foreign 
sword juggler in an Egyptian marketplace?”  Most 
every hand goes up.  “You remember what Indiana did 
then?”  They giggle or snicker or smile.  “Yeah, there 
ol’ Indie is, running for his life all day long!  He’s 
running from this Nazi, and that Nazi, rolling under a 
10-ton truck, and jumping over a grab for his knees.  
He spends the day shooting, and, killing and running 
and fighting!  He’s exhausted!  He’s lost!  And then 
when it seems like he’s finally escaped it all....!  Here 
comes this Egyptian guy, throwing those swords 
around, with a look on his face that makes you just 
want to smack him!  And Indie, who’s had just about 
as much as he can stand for one day, decides he’s got 
NO energy to figure out how to save himself this time, 
so...”  The students are all smiles as I, feigning fatigue, 
slap my hand to the imaginary holster at my hip.  I  
impatiently pull the pistol and aim it at the Egyptian 
man standing across the market place from me.  Then, 
“Powww!  Indie blows the guy away.  AND THE 
AUDIENCE GOES WILD!!  It’s the funniest thing they’ve 
seen in a long time!  But oops!  No time to bask in his 
glory, ‘cause more bad guys have just shown up and 
it’s time to run away again!” 
  
  



     How many of the students laughed 
when they saw that scene, I ask.  I 
certainly did.  It was hilarious, because 
Indie’s action was so unexpected.  But I 
ought to be ashamed that I find it funny.  
Indiana Jones committed a criminal act.  
That Egyptian man, even though it’s clear 
he intended Indie harm, posed no 
immediate threat to him.  That 
swordsman was yards away from 
Indiana; that swordsman had no gun.  
Indiana Jones had other options than to 
kill him!  He could have, say, turned and 
run -- or ducked down behind a giant 
Middle Eastern melon.  And yet, as a 
matter of convenience -- not self-defense 
-- because he was tired, the hero of that 
movie murdered an Egyptian (it’s always 
easier to see them die when they don’t 
look like us) in cold blood, and we the 
audience laughed and have never 
thought twice about it since.  
 



 How long has it been, I then ask the 
students, since they last saw that 
movie?  One year?  Five years?  Ten?  I 
saw it twenty years ago. Yet, when I 
bring it up, the students, automatically, 
know the scene I am talking about.  
They remember it very well.  They, 
perhaps permanently, carry in their 
minds a picture of an unjustifiable 
homicide -- a man was killed because 
he was a cocky-looking foreign guy -- 
yet the memory has never caused us a 
moment’s perplexity about our hero’s 
gross moral lapse, nor the stranger’s 
needless death.  

Camille Hallstrom, “Theatre as 
Incarnation 



It seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit and to us not to burden you 
with anything beyond the following 
requirements:   

You are to abstain from food 
sacrificed to idols, from blood, from 
the meat of strangled animals and 
from sexual immorality. You will do 

well to avoid these things.  
(Acts 15:28-29)  
 

 

 



• Nevertheless, I have a few things 
against you: There are some among 
you who hold to the teaching of 
Balaam, who taught Balak to entice 
the Israelites to sin so that they ate 
food sacrificed to idols and 
committed sexual immorality. (Rev 

2:14) 

 
• Nevertheless, I have this against you: 

You tolerate that woman 
Jezebel who calls herself a prophet. 
By her teaching she misleads my 
servants into sexual immorality and 
the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 

(Rev 2:20) 
 



Do you not know that wrongdoers will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 
idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have 
sex with men nor thieves nor the greedy nor 
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will 

inherit the kingdom of God.  (1Cor 6:9-10) 

 
Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, 
arm yourselves also with the same attitude, 
because whoever suffers in the body is done 
with sin.  As a result, they do not live the rest 
of their earthly lives for evil human 
desires, but rather for the will of God. For you 
have spent enough time in the past doing 
what pagans choose to do—living in 
debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, 
carousing and detestable idolatry.  

(1Pet 4:1-3) 
 


