
WHOSE STORY DO YOU BELIEVE? 

Media Impacts on Sexuality Identity 
 

The first to tell his story seems right, until another comes forward to question him. 

Prov. 18:17 

 

What “media” are we talking about? Print ads, TV commercials, movies, internet? 

What “sexual identity” are we talking about? Pictures of masculine power, female desirability, easy 

sex outside of  marriage, LGBT issues? 

 

In a certain sense, all of them, though there are too many to cover in detail. 
 

“Actually, TV manipulates viewers just by its normal way of operating.  Many viewers seem to assume that when 

they have seen a thing on TV, they have seen it with their own eyes.  It makes the viewer think he has actually 

been on the scene.  He knows, because his own eyes have seen.  He has the impression of greater objective 

knowledge than ever before.  For many, what they see on television becomes more true than what they see with 

their eyes in the external world.”                                                          Francis Schaeffer, How Should We Then Live? 

 

Freudian Advertisement 

 Are you wearing deodorant? 

 Edward Bernays – “Father of Public Relations” 
“The conscious and intelligent manipulation of the organized habits and opinions of the masses is an important 

element in democratic society. Those who manipulate this unseen mechanism of society constitute an invisible 

government which is the true ruling power of our country. We are governed, our minds are molded, our tastes 

formed, and our ideas suggested, largely by men we have never heard of…. It is they who pull the wires that 

control the public mind.”       Edward Bernays, Propaganda 

 

 Controlling the Masses by overcoming “rational” appeals with appeals to subconscious desires: 

  Security, Power, Sexuality 

  A “rational” ad (slide) 

  Images of Security (slides) 

  Images of Power  (slides) 

  Images of Sex 

  Video: “Killing Us Softly”  

 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Rom. 12:2 

 

How the Brain Processes Images  

 Left brain/Right brain 
“Generally speaking [though this is really too simple], 1) the left brain tends to be verbal, analytic, abstract and 

logical.  It is rational, able to keep track of time, and linear (linking ideas, one after another) in its thinking.   

By contrast, 2) the right brain tends to be nonverbal, synthetic, analogic (seeing likenesses between things and 

understanding metaphors), and intuitive.  It is nonrational (thus willing to suspend judgment), without sense of time, 

and holistic in its thinking.  The left brain [tends to] works with words; it is the right which responds to images.” 

        Camille Hallstrom, “Theatre as Incarnation” 

 The Cat Sat on Mat 
 “Images are a means of communicating knowledge, just as words are, but they are two different kinds of 

knowledge.  Images communicate immediately and intuitively.... They are a splendid form to use to communicate 

concrete, quantitative information... 

 Words, on the other hand, communicate through abstraction and analysis.  Words communicate in linear, 

logical form; something communicated in words can thus be judged to be true or false.  But an image cannot be 

true or false.... 

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/how-advertisers-convinced-americans-they-smelled-bad-12552404/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Bernays
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xeanX6xnRU
http://www.businessnewsdaily.com/2649-sex-sells-more.html
http://www.newnownext.com/abercrombie-fitch-mike-jeffries/12/2014/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWKXit_3rpQ


  Images can present a story, but not an argument.  They can establish a mood, but they are incapable of 

articulating even the most simple distinctions of language.  For example, here are seven simple sentences: 

  1) The cat is on the mat. 

  2) The cat is not on the mat. 

  3) The cat was on the mat. 

  4) The cat likes to be on the mat. 

  5) The cat should not be on the mat. 

  6) Get off the mat, cat! 

  7) If the cat doesn’t get off the mat, I shall kick it. 

 Of these sentences, only the first could be presented visually, and then only with some uncertainty.  I 

could show you a picture of a cat on a mat.  But you might not even notice the mat....you might [render the verbal 

equivalent of the image as] “A cat,” or “A brown cat,” or “A pretty brown cat reclining and about ready to go to 

sleep.”                                     Kenneth A. Myers, All God's Children and Blue Suede Shoes.   

 

Images can render “Is-ness” but not “Oughtness” 

  *That is, they can say to the brain “this thing exists” (whether it does in reality or not). 

  *But they cannot, on their own, give judgments whether it is right or wrong for that thing to be. 

  * (“Theatre as Incarnation” Slide) 

 

Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” 1 Cor. 15:33 

 

Sean Gaffney on Story Structure (from “Creation’s Story”) 

“Art and religion do the same thing: they ask the same questions. Who are we? Where did we come 

from? Where are we going to?” 
1. Balance -- establishes the normal world; (e.g. Suzy walking down the street with her dog) 

2. Unbalance  

a. Catalyst – something throws that world out of whack; (Suzy’s dog breaks its leash and runs away) 

b. Big event – something forces the hero to go on a quest; (Suzy sees her dog teetering on the brink of 

an open pit) 

3. Quest – is most of the story; the hero goes on a mission to regain balance; (Suzy runs in the parks crying, “Fifi! 

Fifi! Come back!” as she collects ropes, nets and other dog rescue gear) 

4. Climax 

a. Crisis – something impedes the quest; looks like the hero has lost; (Suddenly a policeman grabs Suzy. 

“You aren’t allowed on the grass!”) 

b. Showdown – main event where hero rises from crisis and faces down antagonist; (Suzy uses kung fu 

to free herself from his grasp, and runs to the edge of the pit) 

5. Rebalance – balance is restored, but in a way different than when we started; (Suzy & policeman gaze in each 

others’ eyes, get married and buy a new dog) 

 

   *Try the pattern with several stories: Hamlet, Star Wars, Green Eggs & Ham 

 * If a plot is missing one of these elements, we feel cheated. 

 *Why? Because of this: 
 1. We were with God in the garden (balance) 

 2. We sinned against God (unbalance: catalyst) 

3. God evicted us from the garden (unbalance: big event) 

4. God seeks to draw us back; we seek to return (quest) 

5. God, in arisky move, dies on the cross (climax: crisis) 

6. God resurrects and takes down Death (climax: showdown) 

7. We live forever with God in a restored city (new balance) 

 

   * This the “uber-story” – the overarching theme of humanity, the meta-plot of  which all plots 

are copies 

 
 

 



Biblical pictures of sex, marriage, singleness 

“Being in love is a good thing, but it is not the best thing.” C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

 
God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male & female he created them. (Gen 1:27) 

 

Jesus said, “‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh’?
 
So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man 

separate.” 
 
They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her 

away?” 
 
He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from 

the beginning it was not so.
 
And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries 

another, commits adultery. 
 
 The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is 

better not to marry.” Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been 

given. For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by 

others—and there are those who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who 

can accept this should accept it.”  (Matt 19:4-12) 

 

The marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 
 
it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure. (Rev 19:7-8) 

 

The Green Witch’s Lying Story (from C.S. Lewis’ The Silver Chair) 
 

Balaam's error  

Rev 2:14; Acts 15:28-29; Rev 2:20; 1Cor 6:9-10; 1Pet 4:1-3 

 

My Porn Story – increase in culture, film, TV, phones 

 

Stats on LGBT depictions TV + 

Normalized fornication, adultery, abortion, nudity, porn, etc.  

 

Q & A 

 

For the maturity which resists being blown here and there by every new idea and by the cunning and 

craftiness of deceitfully scheming people comes as we learn to speak the truth in love. It is in that way 

that we will grow to become the mature body of Him who is the head, that is, Christ. (Eph 4:13-15) 

 

Misc. Resources 
Parent Television Council Studies 

Married Sex as Social Justice  

National Center on Sexual Exploitation 

Fight the New Drug 

Is porn immoral? That doesn’t matter: It’s a public health crisis. 

Watching Sex on Television Predicts Adolescent Initiation of Sexual Behavior 

Stewardship of the Reader's Eyes 

 

Astroturf and manipulation of media messages 

The Century of the Self (Full Documentary) 

Sex in Art: An Erotic Christian Imagination? 

Punctuation, Grammar, & Sexual Identity  

Stewardship & Sexual Identity 

Sex Change Regret 

I Believe in Puddleglum 

 

http://www.opendiscipleship.org/mere-christianity-leaders-notes/book-three-christian-behavior/book-three-chapter-6-christian-marriage/
https://mic.com/articles/158437/lgbtq-tv-characters-at-all-time-high-but-ethnic-and-gender-diversity-still-sorely-needed#.ZvuVC5YV0
http://www.charismamag.com/life/relationships/20385-the-deadly-deception-of-sexual-atheism-in-the-church
http://www.today.com/id/26045428/ns/today-today_entertainment/t/study-tv-shows-sex-not-marriage/#.WKe349IrKT8
https://www.buzzfeed.com/arianelange/abortions-on-tv-2016?utm_term=.ldQK0zjAz#.amlM86LN6
http://www.foxnews.com/entertainment/2012/08/23/new-study-says-full-frontal-nudity-on-prime-time-tv-up-400-over-last-year.html
https://www.barna.com/research/porn-in-the-digital-age-new-research-reveals-10-trends/#.V-NYlclyzQi
http://w2.parentstv.org/Main/Research/Reports.aspx
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2016/julaug/why-married-sex-is-social-justice.html
http://endsexualexploitation.org/
http://fightthenewdrug.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/04/08/is-porn-immoral-that-doesnt-matter-its-a-public-health-crisis/?utm_term=.873a9eba5c37
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/114/3/e280
https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2014/11/stewardship-of-the-readers-eyes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bYAQ-ZZtEU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJ3RzGoQC4s
http://web.archive.org/web/20061006195148/http:/www.cornerstonemag.com/pages/show_page.asp?308
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/punctuation-grammar-sexual/id426496807?i=1000092158964&mt=2
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/punctuation-grammar-sexual/id426496807?i=1000092158964&mt=2
http://www.sexchangeregret.com/
https://soundcloud.com/covenantcollege/20150408-chapelmp3

