
SEXUALITY IN THE CHURCH    

Plenary Session 1 

I. Introduction 
 

II. Cultural Diagnostics 
 

“To find that which is most sacred in the world, look to that which is most violently 

profaned.” ~ Christopher West 

“Sex causes considerable ambivalence among Americans, religious or otherwise. We 

esteem it as sacred, forbid it, police it, yet often treat it as profane.” ~ Mark Regnerus, 

Forbidden Fruit 

 

III. Does God care about my sexuality? 
 

a. The Naturalistic View 
 

“The basic premise of naturalism is that there is no reality apart from what exists in 

nature, as well as what is observable in nature. There is no emphasis on the effects of 

behavior cognitively, emotionally, relationally or spiritually.” ~Sexuality & Sex Therapy 
 

Response: Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned 

him with glory and honor. You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 

you have put all things under his feet. ~Psalm 8:5, 6 
 

b. Moral Therapeutic Deistic View  
 

“Personal happiness is the highest goal and a distant God is taken for granted in the 

background.” ~Christian Smith, Soul Searching 

i. Response: Colossians 3:1-3; Galatians 2:20 
 

c. Ascetic View 
 

“Asceticism is a worldview of rigid self-control, especially of the body, usually on the 

basis that the physical or material realm of life is less than good, or even evil.” ~Dennis 

Hollinger, The Meaning of Sex 

i. Response: “And God saw everything that he had made, and 

behold, it was very good…” ~Genesis 1:31a 
 

d. Theocentric View 
 

i. Genesis 1:28-29; 2:18-23 

“Every human being has intrinsic worth and a reflective splendor, because every 

individual has been created by God in His image.” ~Ravi Zacharias 
 

“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen, not only because I see it, 

but because by it I see everything else.” ~C.S. Lewis 

ii. Response: Deuteronomy 29:29, Isaiah 55:6-9 
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IV. What do we mean by “sexuality?” 
 

a. Biological Sex – Male/Female 

i. Gonads 

ii. Secondary Sex Characteristics (Muscle Mass, Hip Width, etc) 

Concerns: Intersex Characteristics 

b. Gender Identity – Masculine/Feminine 

i. Gender identification in Scripture: 1 Corinthians 11:2-16; 1 Timothy 

5:1-2; Ephesians 5:22-6:9; 1 Peter 3:1-7 

Concerns: Ambiguity and Androgyny 

c. Sexual Orientation – Attraction/Eroticism 

i. Song of Songs 7:1-6 

Concerns: Homosexuality, Pansexuality, Asexuality, etc. 

 

V. Sexuality on “this side of Eden” 
a. Integrity Lens - Creational Order that integrates into a whole that is 

confined morally permissible and impermissible expression. 

b. Disability Lens – Sexuality expression in a fallen world, but not a direct 

result of moral choice 

c. Diversity Lens – Sexual expression should be celebrated, honored, and 

revered. 

VI. Why is this so hard? 
a. Shame 

b. Lust 

i. Mutual giving Mutual taking 

c. “Privilege” 

i. 1 Corinthians 7 

d. Identity 


