
 

1. Prolegomena 

A word on authority and Scripture:  
While Scripture, experience, reason, and tradition are all 
important and valid voices in our conversation, we must 
remember that the place of Scripture is above the others. 
Psalm 19 teaches that God’s words, laws, and promises are more valuable than gold and 
sweeter than honey – however bitter they might also be (cf. Rev 10:10) – and they are a 
warning that steers us away from death. In keeping them, there is the reward of eternal life.  

2. What could we say about same-sex attraction, homosexuality, and gay issues? 

We could talk about the “clobber passages” of Scripture, about a biblical view of sexuality, 
about the suffering of LGBT+ people at the hands of society and the Church, about judgmental 
attitudes in this conversation. We will touch on each, while focusing on how we can listen to 
and be shaped by the whole story of Scripture so that the whole Church can be moved to 
covenant faithfulness, creating an environment where same-sex attracted persons in particular 
can feel the love of God through His body, understand their place in His story, and fulfill their 
purpose in the family of God and in the world. 

3. A biblical view on sexuality 

A biblical view on sexuality teaches that our sexuality is a God-given gift to humans that 
reflects the eternal love of the Triune Creator God. Sexuality existed before the fall as a part of 
God’s perfect creation, but since the Fall has been marred in all people, all broken by sin. 

4. What are the issues within thought on homosexuality? Yarhouse’s “gay script”: 

 
Among these, the clearest teaching of Scripture is on same-sex sex. The Old and New 
Testaments teach that homosexuality is contrary to God’s created and intended order, and is 
one of many forms of broken sexuality (cf. Lev 18:22, 20:13; Rom 1:26-27; 1 Cor 6:9-11; 1 
Timothy 1:8-11). The passage from 1 Corinthians 6 is particularly encouraging, however, 
suggesting that some among the early Church had dealt with this same struggle.  
The New Testament also testifies that the believer’s identity is found in Christ at its core. To 
choose an identity over this – and certainly to choose an identity based on broken desires (cf. 
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Rom 6:16-18) – does not reflect the reality displayed in the New Testament. With the gay 
identity and same-sex sex considered, we are left to deal with same-sex attraction (SSA).  

5. How do we view and talk about same-sex attraction? 

The way we think about SSA determines the way we respond. 
Some view SSA as deliberate rebellion against God that requires constant repentance. But 
Jesus teaches that there is a difference between attraction or desire and the “desire to desire” 
when he teaches about the adulterous heart of the one who “looks at a woman with lustful 
intent” (Matt 5:27-28). So the experience of SSA is not a sin unless pursued toward lust. Others 
therefore view SSA as kind of illness or brokenness, which requires abstinence and/or 
accommodation accordingly. Other Christians view SSA as natural difference, but this does 
not align with the overall narrative of Scripture, as we have seen above.  
I conceptualize SSA as a kind of elephantiasis: everyone lands somewhere along the spectrum 
of same-sex attraction (it’s what leads to same-sex relationships), just like everyone is born 
with limbs of different sizes. But just as some people are unfortunately born with elephantiasis, 
with limbs that are oversized, larger than they were meant to be, so also some people find in 
themselves this broken sexuality: an oversized SSA that leads to lust, codependency, idolatry. 

6. How do we respond to the teaching of Scripture? 

Historical responses to the issue of same-sex attraction have placed a burden on the same-sex 
attracted alone – which is one valuable critique offered by those who have an affirming view 
on the matter (think of the Pharisees who lay up burdens, but refuse to lift a finger). Although 
the Church has been right to see that SSA Christians are called either to celibacy or to a 
monogamous “mixed orientation” marriage, they have also taken a number of “missteps” that 
have made this calling seem implausible. Ed Shaw notes these missteps: we have assumed that 
our identity is in our sexuality (or in our sin), have ignored Jesus’ call for the whole Church to 
act like the family of God, have assumed that either natural inclinations or happiness 
determine morality, have failed to celebrate celibacy and the intimacy found in nonsexual 
friendships, have mistaken godliness for heterosexuality, and have chosen to avoid suffering. 

7.  The Gospel Script as a plausible alternative to the Gay Script 

The gospel provides an alternative script to the gay script offered by our culture, and the more 
we seriously seek to be shaped by the Word of God, the more plausible it will seem. The 
“gospel script” provided by Jesus is nothing less than the call to take up our crosses and follow 
Him. It is a painful call to suffering, to “come and die,” but it is one in which, as we lose our 
lives, we find them in Christ Jesus; and it is a script that all Christians must take up. 


