
Same Love?
a theological discussion on same-sex attraction



prolegomena
“first words,” or,

“just some stuff so I don’t get in trouble”



a word on this talk
We will be discussing same-sex attraction (SSA) in 
particular, not LGBT+ issues broadly

We will be relying on brothers and sisters who have 
thought about Scripture in relation to these issues, 
many of whom are themselves SSA

We will be thinking through a biblical-theological 
understanding of SSA in order to respond as a whole 
Church for the glory of God

(Disclaimer on “sides”)



a word on words

“Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the 
Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace.”

Ephesians 4:3

“No one can tame the tongue. It is restless and evil, 
full of deadly poison. Sometimes it praises our Lord 
and Father, and sometimes it curses those who have 
been made in the image of God. And so blessing and 
cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, 
my brothers and sisters, this is not right!”

James 3:8-10
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a word on Scripture
on the laws, promises, words, and covenant of God:

“They are more precious than gold,
than much pure gold;

they are sweeter than honey,
than honey from the honeycomb.

By them your servant is warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.”

Psalm 19:10-11

it comes down to a matter of trust;
perfect submission, perfect delight…



What could we say
about SSA, homosexuality, and gay issues?
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a biblical view on sexuality
Genesis 1
• God created sexuality and sex
• Sexuality and sex were part of God's perfect 

creation
• All human beings are created in God's image - both 

men and women
• Men and women are different
• God wants men and women to have children
Genesis 2
• God does not want men and women to be alone
• Marriage is between a man and a woman
• Marriage is sexual union



a biblical view on sexuality
Mark 10:6-8
Jesus treated Genesis as authoritative when asked 
about marriage

Genesis 3
After the Fall, the entire creation is marred
• Human sexuality is marred
• Human relationships with each other are marred
• Human relationship with God is marred



What are the different issues 
within our thinking about 

homosexuality?
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Scripture on same-sex sex
Leviticus 18:22, “Do not have sexual relations with a man 
as one does with a woman; that is detestable.”

Leviticus 20:13, “If a man has sexual relations with a man 
as one does with a woman, both of them have done what 
is detestable.”

Romans 1:26-27, “Because of this [idolatry], God gave them 
over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged 
natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. In the same 
way the men also abandoned natural relations with 
women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men 
committed shameful acts with other men, and received in 
themselves the due penalty for their error.”



Scripture on same-sex sex
1 Timothy 1:8-11, “We know that the law is good if one 
uses it properly. We also know that the law is made 
not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, 
the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for 
those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 
for the sexually immoral, for those practicing 
homosexuality, for slave traders and liars and 
perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the 
sound doctrine that conforms to the gospel 
concerning the glory of the blessed God, which he 
entrusted to me.”



Scripture on same-sex sex
1 Corinthians 6:9-11, “Or do you not know that 
wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 
idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with 
men nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor 
slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 
God. And that is what some of you were. But you were 
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of 
our God.”

SSA is one of many forms of broken sexuality
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the gay identity
Romans 6:16-18, “Don’t you know that when you offer 
yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are 
slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves 
to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which 
leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that, 
though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to 
obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that 
has now claimed your allegiance. You have been set 
free from sin and have become slaves to 
righteousness.”
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How should we think about 
same-sex attraction?

The way we conceptualize SSA determines how we 
as SSA Christians and as a whole Church respond. 



traditional

perspectives on SSA

neo-
traditional revisionist liberal

Burk and Lambert: four approaches to Scripture on SSA

The experience 
of SSA is a sin 
that must be 
repented of

The experience 
of SSA is a result 
of the Fall, but 
not a sin in itself; 
but to act on 
same-sex desires 
is sinful

The experience of 
SSA is a natural 
one, and same-
sex unions are 
blessed by God

Although the 
Scriptures teach 
homosexuality is 
sin, our experience 
is that SSA is 
natural, and this 
supersedes 
Scripture



rebellion

perspectives on SSA

illness
or

addiction
brokenness

natural
variance

or

difference

VanderWal-Gritter: four metaphors for SSA

The experience 
of SSA is 
deliberate 
rebellion against 
God  repent

The experience 
of SSA is like a 
“susceptibility to 
moral weakness” 
 abstinence or 
sobriety

The experience of 
SSA is not 
necessarily “moral 
susceptibility,” 
but it is a result 
of the Fall 
accommodation
(incl. same-sex 
unions?)

The experience of 
SSA is simply 
another form of 
God-given 
sexuality 
celebration
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perspectives on SSA
Matthew 5:27-28, “You have heard that it was said, 
‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

The difference between desire and the desire to 
desire: “Anyone who looks at a woman with
[πρός + DATIVE] lustful intent has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart.”

The space between noticing beauty and lust, the 
possibility of being tempted but not sinning
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perspectives on SSA
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SSA as elephantiasis
We all have a need for same-sex intimacy

We can think of same-sex attraction as a spectrum

Different people are born with differently sized limbs; 
but some few people unfortunately have oversized 
limbs (elephantiasis)

At the extreme end are those inordinate 
attractions that lead to sexual lust, emotional 
dependency, and idolatry



SSA as elephantiasis
How does Scripture call us to respond to this 
“elephantiasis”? How does Scripture call the same-sex 
attracted Christian to respond to their desires?

If we trust that Scripture is the Word of our God and 
Father who loves us (Psalm 19), we are called the same 
thing all people were made for – either celibacy or a 
monogamous marriage to someone of the
opposite sex.

But should the burden fall on us alone…?



Those with SSA are given a 
calling that seems implausible in 

our world today.
How has the Church contributed to this issue?



the plausibility problem
(not so coincidentally the name of an awesome book by Ed Shaw)

“Celibacy is bad for you.”

“Your identity is your sexuality.”

“A family is a mom, dad, and 2.4 children.”

“If you’re born gay, it can’t be wrong to be gay.”

“If it makes you happy, it must be right!”

“Sex is where true intimacy is found.”

“Men and women are equal and interchangeable.”

“Godliness is heterosexuality.”

missteps
that have
led the 
Church 
here

(the real
“bad fruit”)



missteps toward implausibility
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missteps toward implausibility
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missteps toward implausibility

“Suffering is to be avoided.”

and steps back toward plausibility



the Gospel Script:
a plausible alternative to the Gay Script



the Gospel Script
Mark 8:22-26
a blind man healed in two parts

vv. 22-24
“I see people; they look like trees walking around.”

vv. 25-26
His sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly.



the Gospel Script
Mark 8:27-38
Jesus’ identity revealed to His disciples

vv. 27-30
Peter rightly declares, at last, that Jesus is the 
Messiah

vv. 31-38
Jesus teaches that He, as the Messiah, must suffer 
many things
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blind man disciples
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the Gospel Script
Mark is “a Gospel of uninterpreted gestures and 
suggestive silences. Precisely for that reason, it 
summons readers to supply the ending by taking up 
the cross and completing the interpretation in their 
own lives of discipleship. The Gospel of Mark cannot be 
‘understood’ from outside; it can be read rightly only 
through following Jesus in self-involving, self-
sacrificial service.”

Richard Hays, Moral Vision of the New Testament



the Gospel Script
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;

rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place

and gave him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Philippians 2:5-11
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